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of the act 1 Elizabeh before-mentioned. And thus it stood., until Queen Anne, taking into consideration the insufficient maintenance of the poor clergy, sent a message to the House of Commons by one of her principal secretaries, signifying her intention to grant the first-fruits for the better support of the clergy; and that they would find out some means to make her intentions more effectual. Thereupon an act was passed, by which the Queen was to incorporate persons, and to settle upon them and their successors the revenue of the first-fruits; but that the statutes before-mentioned should continue in force, for such intents and purposes as should be directed in her grant: and that this new act should not extend to impeach, or make void any former grant made of this revenue. And likewise any person, except infants and femme-coverts, without their husband, might, by bargain and sale enrolled, dispose lands or goods to such corporation, for the maintenance of the clergy, officiating in the Established Church, without any settled competent provision belonging to the same; and the corporation might also purchase lands for that purpose, notwithstanding the statute of Mortmain. Pursuant to this law, the Queen, Anno 3. of her reign, incorporated several of the nobility, bishops, judges and gentry, &c. by the name of the Governors oif the bounty of Queen Anne, for the augmentation of the maintenance of the poor clergy, to whom she gave the first-fruits, &c. and appointed the governors to meet at the Prince's Chamber, in Westminster; or in any other place in London or Westminster, to be appointed by any seven of them; of which quorum a privy councillor, a bishop, a judge, or councillor at law, must be one; there to consult about the distribution of this bounty. That four courts shall be held by these governors in every year, viz. in the months of December, March, June, and September; and that seven of the said governors, whereof such three, as aforesaid, to be of the quorum, shall be a court; and that the business shall be dispatched by majority of votes: that such courts may appoint committees out of the number of the governors, for the better managing their business; and at their first/ or any other meeting, propose in writing, and deliver to the Queen what methods they shall think fit for the government of